High Lonesome Strings
Saturday
January 24, 2009
6-6;45 PM Jamming/CD Swap
7:00-8:00 PM Concert featuring Sweetwater
8:00-10 PM Jamming
Greensboro Cultural Center
Band Rehearsal Hall, bottom floor
200 N. Davie Street
Greensboro NC 27401
Bring instrument for jam sessions
Sponsored by Music Center City Arts

Featuring:
Sweetwater

Sweetwater is a fairly new acoustic group organized Spring/Summer of 2007. Members are Mack Arrington
(Banjo, Guitar), Ray Knight (Guitar, Mandolin), Charles Long (Bass, Dobro), and Sue Roush (Mandolin, Guitar, Fiddle).
The core of this group goes back to the 1970’s when Mack and Ray played together in a group called Harvest which they
describe as a bluegrass band. Harvest had the expected guitar, banjo, and bass instruments, but also included some bluesy
tunes with harmonica, flute, clarinet, and electric guitar. Since then Mack and Ray have focused on bluegrass ballads and
gospel.
In 2005 Sue started attending Covenant Fellowship Church at Bur Mill Park where she met Mack. Mack and Sue
began working together on music for congregational singing. This inspired Mack to get Sue, Ray, and himself jamming
informally every week at Ray’s hair salon. It wasn’t long before Sue felt the group needed a bass player for a fuller sound
and to keep everyone together! She invited her friend Charles to join and Sweetwater was born.

The four have grown together since the summer of 2007, concentrating on a repertoire of music that reflects not
only traditional bluegrass but a little of everything; Classics, Country, Folk, Rock, and Gospel. Sweetwater is becoming
known for its exceptional vocal harmony and they won second place this year in the Shakori Hills bluegrass competition.
One very unusual thing they do together is FREE. Most Monday nights they either practice or play wherever they
are invited to play. They have played the sidewalk in front of Borders Books, at Clapp’s Assisted Living, and various
gatherings and homes along the way. If you are looking for something to do some Monday night, invite them over.

Sue Roush, mandolin, guitar, and fiddle
Influenced by her dad’s love for country music, Sue started playing guitar at age 7. Sue led church groups and
gave private guitar lessons through her school years. During Sue’s late 20’s and early 30’s she worked as a Music
Director for Childrens’s Seasonal Music Programs in Erie Country, Western New York. As a teaching assistant in New
York State, Sue taught music therapy to children and young adults with developmental disabilities. For the past 7 years,
Sue has enjoyed playing country fiddle with a local classic country band when time permits. She is also learning to play
mandolin bluegrass style with Sweetwater.

Mack Arrington, banjo and guitar
Mack grew up in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia near Roanoke. He started with a Sears Roebuck
guitar at age 11 and quickly gave up playing several times until his mid teens. His early music heroes were Flat &
Scruggs, Don Reno & Red Smiley, Peter, Paul and Mary, John Denver, and Jim Croce to name a few. He started banjo at
age 21 because, “Everybody that I knew was playing guitar and we needed some other instruments.” He developed many
musical partnerships over the next few years (including Ray Knight in the ‘70’s), and played and recorded in several
bands along the way. Mack admits that music took a back seat in his life for about 15 years until he started playing with
the Sweetwater bunch. “When we started Sweetwater I realized how rusty I was. When we won second place in a
bluegrass competition I knew the rust had come off, and the joy was back. I love to share the joy in making music.”

Ray Knight, guitar and mandolin
Ray grew up on a large dairy farm in Guilford County, NC that had been in his family for generations. His Grandfather
and Father, bothsquare-dance callers, helped create in him a passionate love for music at a very young age. His
appreciation for the power of music was fueled throughout his childhood through his parents’ love of Gospel music and
quartet singing. Early influences like The Oak Ridge Boys and The Statler Brothers eventually led to popular Country and
Western singers like Hank Snow and Johnny Cash. It was a short jump to his ongoing love affair with Bluegrass. Bill
Monroe, the Stanley Brothers, and Flatt & Scruggs were instrumental (no pun intended) in creating a desire to "make
music" himself. "Nothing has ever moved me more than creating music that moves people… few things have the power
of a good ballad delivered with feeling and emotion." Taking up the guitar in his late teens, Ray never strayed far from his
roots. "I played pretty steady with a few people in those days, but Mack Arrington and I seemed to always compliment
each other's music and we just kind of fed off each other... I always knew when Mack and I played that it would go well.
Finding Sue Roush and Charles Long, and the subsequent forming of Sweetwater, has been a revitalization for me!"

Charles Long - bass, dobro, and guitar
Charles was born into a very musical family in Guilford County, NC and is one of eight brothers and sisters.
Everyone in his family sang and played something! Charles began playing music when he was a teenager. He was
inspired by his banjo picking grandfather and his guitar playing father. His mom played the pump organ and their home
was filled with music and singing. Charles and all three of his brothers still play together regularly at family get togethers
and nursing homes. In addition to his family, he has been inspired by dobro player Mike Aldridge. Charles began playing
the dobro at age 40 and started playing the bass only a few years ago out of necessity because the family band needed a
bass player! In addition to music you will find Charles following his hobbies as a Civil War re-enactor and playing golf.

High Lonesome Strings
Saturday
February 28, 2009
6-6:45 PM Workshops (See below for cost and details)
Mandolin Workshop by Skip Kelley
Guitar Workshop by Ed Dodson
7:00-8:00 PM Performance
8:00-10 PM Jamming
Greensboro Cultural Center
Band Rehearsal Hall, bottom floor
200 N. Davie Street
Greensboro NC 27401
Bring instrument for jam sessions
Sponsored by Music Center City Arts

Featuring:

Skip Kelley & Ed Dodson

Ed Dodson (Oak Ridge, NC) is the leader of the Bluegrass band, Wood & Steel, and has been playing guitar
for over 30 years. He began his love of traditional music by listening to his father playing reels and
breakdowns on an old taterbug mandolin. He is a 9 year member of the Guitar Staff at the prestigious
Swannanoa Gathering at Warren Wilson College and has published a critically-acclaimed flatpicking method
book, “Deep Bluegrass Guitar”. Ed has a number of successful recordings with Wood & Steel to his credit,
along with his 2001 release with Skip Kelley, “Feast Here Tonight” – all of which feature numerous songs
penned by him.
Skip Kelley (Thomasville, NC) is an outstanding builder and player of mandolins. His mandolin building skills
have garnered him worldwide recognition on numerous acoustic music chat boards – putting his hand-built
masterpieces in very high demand. Skip’s playing abilities on the mandolin are impressive – fluid and

expressive - firmly rooted in the traditional sounds of Bill Monroe but polished with fleet-fingered finesse and
more contemporary voicing of a Herschel Sizemore.
If you want to attend a workshop:
High Lonesome Strings is pleased to have Ed Dodson and Skip Kelley giving workshops on Guitar and
Mandolin at the February monthly meeting. The cost to High Lonesome Strings members is $10 in advance or
$15 at the door. The class size is limited to 15 students so if you want to be assured of a seat, send in your
check today showing your choice of the guitar or mandolin workshop and your experience level to:
High Lonesome Strings
P.O. Box 482
Pleasant Garden NC 27313
Those who are not HLS members can take the class but must pay an extra $15 which will make them
members of High Lonesome Strings.

High Lonesome Strings
Saturday
March 28, 2009
6-6:45 PM Jamming
7:00-8:00 PM Concert
8:00-10 PM Jamming
Greensboro Cultural Center
Band Rehearsal Hall, bottom floor
200 N. Davie Street
Greensboro NC 27401
Bring instrument for jam sessions
Sponsored by Music Center City Arts

Featuring:

T.R & the Boys

Truly a gem to the state of North Carolina, T.R. & The Boys is one of the most refreshing sounds on the bluegrass market. Based out of
Fayetteville, NC, T.R & The Boys perform throughout the southeastern United States. Their stage show is held in high esteem by longtime fans
and new grassers alike. T.R. & The Boys’ sets are packed with high energy vocals, humor, and talented picking. Their sound features tight vocal
harmonies, hard driving music, and beautiful a cappella tunes, all of which combines to form classic bluegrass with a contemporary edge.
T.R. & The Boys began as a gospel trio in 1999. Over the years, their style has evolved into a powerhouse of acoustic and vocal music.
Trenton’s lead vocals range from a mellow warmth in the ballads to raw and cutting edge in the progressive numbers. Combining with Trenton’s
lead is T.R.’s smooth tenor voice and Devin’s resonant baritone. Together, these three developed lush harmonies that produce their signature
sound. In 2001, the trio saw the addition of Buzz on upright bass and Terry on banjo. With the expansion of the band, T.R. & The Boys were
able to exploit their instrumental abilities. Trenton and TR drive the rhythm guitars while Devin demonstrates instrumental dexterity on mandolin
and Terry displays his innovative banjo picking. For their ever popular a cappella hits, Terry balances the upper harmonies with his rich bass
voice. Steeped in traditional music, Buzz grounds the quintet with his rock solid bass and timeless lead vocals. Unlike many groups, all five
members of T.R. & The Boys take their turn as lead singer. Each voice has a distinct style which contributes to the band’s wide array of songs
across musical genres. T.R. & The Boys’ blend of talent and unique personalities allows the group to explore new sounds yet still stay true to

their bluegrass roots.
To date, the band has released three albums, two of which include original songwriting. T.R. & The Boys are members of Society for the
Preservation of Blue Grass Music in America (SPBGMA) and High Lonesome Strings.
T.R. Reid is the group’s founder and band leader. A native of Stanley, NC, T.R. started performing when he was only 4 years old. His
first appearances were on the TV music variety show, “Bill Hefner’s Country Style Roundup”, which was telecast in the early 1960’s. In the mid
1970’s, he played rhythm guitar and sang tenor and lead with the bluegrass band, Foxfire. Today, with T.R. & The Boys, his strong musicianship
helps shape the sound of the band. T.R. is currently employed by BE&K Engineering Company, and resides in Fayetteville, NC.
Singing lead for the band is Trenton Reid. Born and raised in Fayetteville, NC, Trenton started singing around the age of 3. His
powerful lead voice is distinctive and has been defined as pure talent. He has unbelievable voice control, and his mix of musical styles from
Journey to John Denver, make his sound truly unique. Alongside T.R., Trenton holds down the rhythm guitar for the band. He is currently
employed as a Real Estate Agent with FavoriteAgent.com Family Realty, and as the Manager of the Receiving Department of the Fayetteville
Sam’s Club. He resides in Hope Mills, NC with his wife and son.
On the 5 string banjo is Cramerton, NC native Terry Hunsucker. Terry comes to the group with over 30 years of banjo picking
experience, playing in numerous bands across the nation. Influenced by J.D. Crowe, Bela Fleck, and the great Earl Scruggs, his fresh approach to
the banjo makes his style unlike any other. Terry’s deep bass voice adds a warm hue to the group’s vocal quartet arrangements. With his
wonderful sense of humor and big smile, folks can’t help but be delighted when Terry is on stage. After serving in the U.S. Army for over 20
years, Terry is currently retired and resides in Grays Creek, NC with his wife and son.
A talented musician, Devin Reid plays mandolin and sings baritone. Born and raised in Fayetteville, NC, Devin is also an accomplished
guitar & bass player. His true baritone vocal provides wonderful color to the T.R. & The Boys sound. Not limited to just instrumental talents,
Devin is also a gifted songwriter. Devin is currently studying Instrumental Music Education at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro,
where his musical skills include piano, marimba, drums & percussion, along with many more. He is also a distinguished North Carolina Teaching
Fellow. Devin is on track to graduate in May of 2009.
Hailing from Danville, VA, Buzz Slade provides the strong and steady upright bass. Buzz has had a number of years performing
bluegrass music in a variety of venues. After 4 years with the band Low Country, he joined T.R. & The Boys in 2001. His thundering hand on
bass provides the foundation from which the band’s distinct sound is built. A natural on stage, Buzz’s lead vocal is pure bluegrass. He retired
after 22 years of service in the U.S. Air Force, and is currently employed with L3 Communications as an aircraft engineer. Buzz resides in Hope
Mills, NC with his wife and two daughters.

High Lonesome Strings
Sunday
April 19, 2009

2:00 PM
Hagan-Stone Park
5920 Hagan-Stone Park Road
Pleasant Garden NC 27313
Bring instrument for jam sessions

Sponsored by Hagan-Stone Park

Featuring:

Judy and the Redbyrds

Judy and the Redbyrds originally started out as the Allred Brothers Band. It consisted of Matthew Allred,
Derrick Allred, Matthew Grey, and Shorty Byrd. With Matthew Allred’s passing in 2006, it left the band without a
mandolin player. Not long after that they asked Mrs. Judy Burgess if she would do the honors of playing mandolin with
the band. So she did just that. Also Matthew Grey had to leave the band because he went into the chicken farming
business and didn't have enough time to play music. So Derrick Allred’s dad Vernon Allred decided he wanted to play
banjo with the group. That is when they decided to change the name of the band to Judy and the Redbyrds.
Judy Burgess started playing guitar when she was 6 years old and then by the time she was 8, she started playing
the mandolin. She played music with her dad, Diffy Stout and her uncle, Glenn Davis and a cousin, Gene Craven. She and
her husband, Junior love to deer hunt in the winter and work in the yard in the summertime.
Derrick Allred started playing guitar when he was in high school. He was inspired by his Father, Vernon Allred
and his Big Brother, Matthew Allred. In 2004 he and his brother Matthew created a band called the Allred Brothers since
1974. They played together until Mattthew's passing.
Vernon Allred started playing music when he was 14 years old. He started playing the guitar then decided to take

up playing the banjo. He played with several well known musicians. He played with several bands as in Union Station,
Hickory Wind, and ASH & W. His son Matthew Allred played with the Larry Stephenson Band, Charlie Waller and the
Country Gentlemen, and then Jim and Jesse and the Virginia Boys. Vernon filled in with the Jim and Jesse band playing
the electric bass on the Grand Ole Opry in 2002.
C.E. (Shorty) Byrd started playing the Doghouse Bass around 30 years ago. He is very well known in the
Randolph County location. He has played with several local musicians around Asheboro calling themselves "The
Backyard Boys". Also Shorty is the owner and operator of the Lower 40 where he raises a garden and has a one man
Sawmill. Through the years he has had several pig pickins’, squirrel stews and music on Friday nights. He says he has the
prettiest voice in Randolph County, but "tears it up getting it out"!

th

High Lonesome Strings 12 Annual

Pickin’ in the Park
Free Bluegrass Festival!
Hagan-Stone Park

***

Pleasant Garden NC (near Greensboro)

Saturday, May 16, 2009 from 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM
(In case of rain, bands rescheduled for Sunday, May 17, 2009, starting at noon)
Click here for more information

Featuring
The Circuit Riders

What do you get when you cross former members of the legendary Country Gentlemen with
someone who has played with everyone from Lynn Morris, Bluegrass Cardinals, J.D. Crowe and
IIIrd Tyme Out? The Circuit Riders. Playing everything from smokin instrumentals to country
ballads, The Circuit Riders are one of the most electric Bluegrass bands you will ever see. This
all-star lineup, which consists of some of the best in the business, is currently juggling recording
their project for Pinecastle Records and playing many dates. The Circuit Riders are: Greg
Corbett, Darin Aldridge, Billy Gee, and Jaret Carter.
Greg Corbett, vocals, banjo and gitjo. Greg has been nominated 10 times for banjo player of the
year from The Society for the Preservation of Bluegrass Music of America (SPBGMA), winning

the award in 1996. A thirteen year veteran of The Country Gentlemen, Greg has appeared on
The Grand Ole Opry, Greg has toured the US, Canada, England and Japan..
Darin Aldridge, vocals, mandolin and guitar. Darin is a seven-year veteran of the Country
Gentlemen and 5 time SPBGMA nominee for Mandolin Player of the Year. He also has a highlysuccessful solo project, “Call it a Day,” with guests Kenny and Amanda Smith, Shawn Lane, Tim
Stafford, Lou Reid, Greg Luck, Billy Gee, Jaret Carter, Greg Corbett. Darin Aldridge "Call it a
Day".
Billy Gee, vocals, upright bass. He is a former member of The Country Gentlemen and has
delighted crowds and musician's alike with his solid-energetic bass playing. He played with the
Gentlemen at President Bush’s past presidential inauguration.
Jaret Carter, vocals, Dobro and guitar. Since ’96 he has shared the stage or studio with the likes
of Bryan Sutton, Aubrey Haynes, Charlie Waller, Doyle Lawson, Vassar Clements, Kenny and
Amanda Smith, Jason Burleson, Tim Stafford, Clay Jones, Jack Lawrence, and Russ Kunkel.
Special guest, Brooke Justice Aldridge is a 24 year old young lady who began singing at the
age of 5. Her love for the Lord and her family has been two inspirations in her life that have really
inspired her to do what she loves the most- SING! As a child Brooke's parents always
encouraged her to sing in many competitions in hopes that someone would eventually discover
her talent. While winning many competitions Brooke never really knew how much she loved to
sing until she reached the age of a teenager. Success in countless competitions led her to
venture out beyond home, and in 2004 she competed in the regional of the Nashville Star
competition in Columbus, Georgia, where she finished third in a talented group of more than one
hundred hopefuls. In 2007 Brooke recorded her very first CD and landed a record contract with
Pinecastle Records. She has been putting audiences in all with her amazing voice in front of
crowds from the church houses to MerleFest. It's no kept secret that this young woman It's no
kept secret that this young woman has a God given ability to sing and loves every opportunity
she gets to shine for God.

Saturday, June 13, 2009 - 6:00 PM

Brown’s Ole Opry
Timber Mill Road, off McLeansville Rd
½ mile North of town of McLeansville NC
Bands – 6 PM to 9 PM

Open Jam 9:00 PM

Chords of Faith - 6 PM

Bluegrass Gals – 7 PM

Hubert Lawson & the Bluegrass
Country Boys - 8 PM

Sunday, June 28, 2008 – 2 to 6 PM

City Center Park
Corner Davie, Friendly & Elm, Greensboro NC
Free family day with Bluegrass music, kid’s activities, arts & crafts. Bring lawn chairs and instrument for
jamming!
Sponsored by Grassroots Productions

www.aroundthepiedmonttriad.com/gsofestivals

Rough Cut

Crusher Run

High Lonesome Strings
Sunday, July 26, 2008
2 PM

Hagan-Stone Park
5920 Hagan-Stone Park Road
Pleasant Garden NC 27313

Presents:
HLS Gospel Sing-a-long
Led by Greg Eldred
Bring your lawn chain, instrument and voice to spend an hour singing beloved
Bluegrass Gospel songs.

High Lonesome Strings
Sunday, August 23, 2009
2:00 PM

Hagan-Stone Park
5920 Hagan-Stone Park Road
Pleasant Garden NC 27313

Presents:

The Farlow Family

The Farlow Family is known most for their strong vocal harmonies. Mark and Jeannie Farlow met in 1978:
bluegrass drew their family's close together. Jeannie learned guitar at age 10. She and her brother, RG
Absher (who played banjo) formed a bluegrass band at Wilkes Community College in 1975 called "The Yadkin
River Bottom Boys and Girls".
Mark started playing the banjo at age 16 after being inspired by the music from the movie "Deliverance". While
visiting Mark in the service in 1979, Mark, Jeannie, David and Lynn Farlow "picked" at the San Francisco
Airport while hailing a cab. Later that night, during their musical reunion, the young band was asked to stop
picking in their hotel room as the hotel manager stated "there have been some complaints". Mark and Jeannie
married in 1980.
David, Mark's brother, started playing the Mandolin at age 16. Mark and David's cousin, Paul started playing
bass in the band in the mid 1980's. Also, during the mid 80's, Donnie "Dobro" Scott joined the band. Donnie
was a tremendous asset not only because of his enormous talent, but also he was a walking encyclopedia.
Donnie left the band in the early 90's. Mark Peterson joined the band in the mid-90's. Mark plays fiddle and
has one of the smoothest voices around. The band was initially called "Beaten Path", but later changed their

name to "The Farlow Family". Farlow and Peterson offspring are the next generation of musicians...that is
another story.
The Farlow's enjoy playing and singing at various community and church events. They are scheduled to
perform at The Bush Hill Festival in Archdale in September. They sing most 1st Saturday nights at Snyder
Family Restaurant in Sophia, NC. The band lives in Randolph County. They love playing traditional and
contemporary bluegrass. The band considers it an honor to bless listeners through their favorite gospel
songs. Call Jeannie Farlow at 336-861-5100 for bookings.

